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Model Year Enforcement Solution Recommendation 
 
Based on recent events concerning the definition and the enforcement of new boat model 
year designations, the United States Coast Guard asked the National Marine Manufacturers 
Association and the Marine Retailers Association of the Americas to discuss and prepare a 
recommendation on the matter. Board members of the NMMA and MRAA met for five hours 
on June 7th to discuss the topic. 
 
The manufacturers and dealers held a productive meeting, discussing preferences and 
concerns over the definition and, specifically, the timing of new model year introductions. 
The manufacturers demonstrated that a rigid model year with little or no flexibility would 
compromise their ability to maintain adequate production levels year-round, which would 
ultimately sacrifice quality and safety in the manufacture of products. The dealers 
demonstrated that, in order to reduce confusion in the market place and create a level 
playing field for all industry stakeholders, there is a need for a uniform model year, and 
that the preference among the majority of dealers was for that date to be set later in the 
summer.  
 
It was an historic meeting, likely the first ever between the two boards, and through the 
conversation of the day, the NMMA and MRAA were able to reach a unanimous consensus 
on a path forward for model year definition and enforcement. With this backdrop in mind, 
the NMMA and MRAA respectively request that the U.S.C.G. issue a new guidance statement, 
or Safety Circular, regarding model year definition and enforcement with the following 
provisions:  
 

1) In light of the model year definition included in 33 CFR 181.31 and in recognition of 
existing marketing and manufacturing practices, the USCG will allow the 
distribution of new boats designated for the upcoming model year up to a 61-day 
period (June 1st) prior to the official start of the new model year. In addition, the 
U.S.C.G. is putting the marine industry on notice that it will, during factory 
inspections and periodic visits to boat shows and other retail locations, cite 
manufacturers for shipping boats prior to the grace period.   
 

2) Provide for an express exemption from enforcement of the model year definition for 
recreational boats 30 feet in length or more, due to the much longer lead time in 
design, development and manufacture of these vessels. Manufacturers of these boats 
will have the freedom to designate and ship new model year vessels at a time of 
their choosing.  Over 95% of the boats produced annually are less than 30 feet in 

                                                        
1 The term “Model Year: means the period beginning August 1 of any year and ending on 
July 31 of the following year.  Each model year is designated by the year in which it ends. 
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length therefore; this exemption focuses scarce U.S.C.G. resources on the majority of 
vessels sold.   

 
3) Provide for an express exemption from enforcement of the model year definition for 

boats less than 30 feet in length if the manufacturer designates the boat as a “new 
model for mid-year introduction.” A “new model” would be the launch of a model 
not previously offered by the manufacturer and is not a redesign of an existing 
model.   
a) A “new model” can be designated and shipped at a time of its manufacturer’s 

choosing, but no earlier than January 2 of the calendar year preceding the year in 
which the model year ends, which allows for the mid-year introduction of a new 
model at winter boat shows.  

b) A “new model” shall be defined as a boat that is structurally different than any 
model in the current model year offering. Cosmetic and/or functionality changes 
of colors, graphics, nomenclature, or content would not qualify the boat as a new 
model.  
 

4) Model year will continue to be designated in the Hull Identification Number.  The 
HIN Format remains unchanged.   

 
 


